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DETAILED ACTION 

1. According to the "Amendment" received February 22. 2006. the specification has 
been amended; claims 1. 2, 5, 14. 23 and 28 have been amended. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's Remarks received February 22. 2006have bean fully considered and 
are persuasive. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-29 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding independent claim 1 . the prior ad foils to disclose or make obvious a 
time-cf-ffight mass spectrometer comprising: 

• an elongated sealed vacuum chamber having at least two intet pods for 
admission of at least two flows of charged particles simultaneously and 
independently of each other 

• electrostatic field generation means for generating an electrostatic field for 
causing charged particles of said at least two flows of charged particles to 
fly along different curvilinear trajectories in a direct path from the input side 
towards an opposite side of the vacuum chamber; and in a return path 
from said opposite side to said input side; 

• a charged particle detector means, located in the vicinity of the inlet ports; 
means for detecting times of collisions of said charged particles with said 
charged particle detector means and 

• means for determining the time of flight of said charged particles 
independently for each of the at least two flows. 
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Claims 2-28 are allowed by virtue of their dependency on claim 1. 



Conclusion 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee end. to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be ciearty labeled 'Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James J. Leyboume whose telephone number is 571 
262-2478. The examiner can normally be reached on M_F 10:00AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John R. Lee can be reached on 571 272-2477. The fax phone number for 
the organization where mis application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direduspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, con 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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